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EDITORIAL 


INTERMITTENTLY,  during  the  course  of 
the  world's  history,  an  individual  has  arisen 
whose  mission  in  life  has  aflfected  the  lives  of 
his  fellow-men  considerably.  But  how  many 
men  are  there  whose  mission  in  life  has  had  an 
effect  upon  all  of  God's  children  who  ever 
have,  or  ever  will,  inhabit  the  earth?  I  am  sure 
thj  number  would  be  infinitesimally  small.  The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
testifies  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  stands  supreme 
among  this  number. 

His  mission  was  one  of  an  eternal  nature  and 
therefore  will  have  an  eternal  effect  upon  all 
mankind.  Of  course  one  would  have  to  believe 
in  his  divinity  to  accept  this  statement  literally. 

1  take  it  for  granted  that  the  reader  is  a 
believer  in  God  as  an  infinite  being  and  realises 
that  His  immutable  truths  are  eternal.  Obvi- 
ously, we  will  remain  under  their  jurisdiction 
eternally. 

If  Jesus  Christ  truly  was  the  Son  of  God,  as 
He  claimed  to  be,  then  the  principles  which 
He  taught  in  His  Gospel  provide  the  only  way 
by  which  man  may  secure  true  happiness.  If 
we  had  the  knowledge  that  this  assumption 
were  true,  we  would  be  considered  extremely 
unintelligent  not  to  apply  these  principles  in 
our  lives.  For  if,  as  stated,  these  principles  are 
of  divine  origin  and  therefore  based  upon  truth, 
it  would  be  sheer  stupidity  to  live  in  a  manner 
that  would  be  "cross  grain",  so  to  speak,  to 
these  teachings. 

Let  us  assume  a  positive  attitude  in  our 
reasoning  and  also  remember  that  we  are 
speaking  in  terms  of  things  that  pertain  to  the 
spiritual  progression  of  man. 

Intelligence  has  been  defined  as  the  applica- 
tion of  knowledge.  The  most  erudite  men  of 
the  day  in  the  various  fields  of  science  have  an 
abundant  knowledge  of  facts  relative  to  their 
fields  of  study  and  are  considered  very  intelli- 
gent because  they  are  applying  this  knowledge 
towards  the  elevation  of  man's  social  condition. 
Now,  with  all  of  their  intelligence  in  the  field 
of  science,  how  do  they  measure  up  to  our 
standards  in  the  field  of  spiritual  progression? 
Some  of  them,  I  am  sure,  would  be  classed 
among  the  most  unintelligent  in  the  field  of 
"spiritual  science". 


A  prominent  scientist  may  pursue  a  course 
of  "riotous  living"  which  naturally  results  in 
dire  misery,  therefore,  he  would  be  considered 
unintelligent  in  the  science  of  living,  provided 
we  accept  happiness  as  our  criterion. 

From  this  simple  illustration  we  may  con- 
clude that  the  only  way  to  gain  true  happiness 
is  to  practise,  in  our  everyday  living,  principles 
which  are  founded  upon  truth.  Every  blessing 
we  receive  is  derived  by  obedience  to  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  that  blessing  is  predicated. 
Thus  it  follows  that  we  must  conform  to 
righteous  principles  in  order  to  obtain  the 
blessing  of  eternal  happiness  —  man's  supreme 
attainment. 

Jesus  the  Christ  claimed  that  the  way  of  life 
which  He  taught  was  the  way  by  which  man 
might  attain  to  this  supreme  end.  Supporting 
this  claim  is  a  Church,  the  adherents  of  which 
bear  solemn  testimony  to  the  fact  that  HE  IS 
THE  CHRIST,  THE  LITERAL  SON  OF 
GOD. 

We  are  this  month  commemorating  the  119th 
anniversary  of  the  restoration  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ,  in  this,  the  Dispensation  of  the 
Fullness  of  Times.  The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
was  instrumental  in  restoring  this  Church  with 
all  of  the  pure  principles  of  Christ's  Gospel. 
He,  according  to  Latter-day  Saint  belief,  was 
the  chiefest  witness  for  Christ  in  this  dispensa- 
tion. We  revere  him  as  a  Prophet  of  God 
endowed  with  the  authority  from  God  to  pro- 
claim his  testimony  of  Christ's  divinity  to  the 
world.  He  was  also  instrumental  in  bringing 
forth  another  written  witness  which  testifies 
that  Jesus  is  the  Christ.  Joseph  Smith  sealed 
his  testimony  with  his  blood. 

The  Prophet  admonished  all  men  to  gain  a 
testimony  of  Christ's  divinity  and  to  let  that 
testimony  be  a  power  for  good  in  this  life  and 
the  life  to  come. 

It  is  the  desire  of  this  Church  that  all  men 
shall  gain  a  testimony  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ 
for  "there  is  none  other  name  given  whereby 
men  may  be  saved". 

D.  P.  H. 
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Did  Joseph  Smith  Write  The  Book  of  Mormon? 


(Address    delivered  Sunday,    Marcli    13th, 

1949,  over  radio  station  KvSL  in  vSalt  Lake 

City.) 

By  ELDER  JOHN  A.  WIDTvSoE. 

(Of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve.) 

"TO  ASK  if  Joseph  vSmith  produced  the 
'  Book  of  Mormon  seems  unnecessary.  Of 
course  he  was  the  translator,  unaided  by 
any  mortal  man.  Yet,  it  may  be  worth- 
while to  examine  into  the  widespread 
theory  of  anti-Mormon  writers  that  Joseph 
had  helpers  in  the  production  of  the  Book. 


Dr.  J.  A.   Widtsoe. 

When  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  first 
published,  no  questions  were  raised  about 
its  authorship.  Over  many  years  Joseph 
Smith  had  told  the  story  of  the  visitation 
of  Moroni,  the  promise  of  the  golden  plates, 
when  he  received  them,  and  how  he  de- 
voted time  to  their  translation. 

■  The  earliest  writers  in  opposition  to  the 
Church  accepted  Joseph  Smith  as  the 
author  of  the  Book.  In  their  opinion  its 
language  and  contents  proved  it  to  be  the 
product  of  an  unlearned  and  untaught  per- 
son, such  as  Joseph  Smith  was  held  to  be. 
For    example,     Alexander    Campbell,    the 


leader  of  the  Church  of  the  Disciples,  who 
had  lost  to  Joseph  Smith  some  capable  fol- 
lowers, wrote  in  183 1  that  Joseph  Smith 
was  the  author  and  that  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon contained  only  the  gossip  of  the 
iieighbourhood,  in  which  every  religious 
problem  of  the  day  was  discussed  in  crude 
language. 

*  *  * 

However,  after  people  had  time  to  give 
the  Book  more  careful  examination,  and 
thousands  had  joined  the  Church,  doubts 
began  to  arise  in  the  minds  of  many  as  to 
whether  Joseph  Smith,  the  plough-boy, 
was  indeed  the  author  of  the  Book.  Its 
language  was  found  not  to  ht  crude,  but 
often  beautiful  and  inspiring.  The  Book 
was  found  to  present  rehgious  ideas  in  full 
harmony  with  the  doctrine  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  Important  religious  problems 
were  given  a  simple,  understandable  ex- 
planation. It  was,  in  its  own  words,  a  wit- 
ness for  Christ.  The  Book  seemed  to  be 
beyond  the  power  of  Joseph  Smith  to  pro- 
duce. 

So,  the  theory  was  advanced  tliat  Josepli 
Smith  must  have  had  help  to  produce  the 
Book.  vSome  enemies  went  so  far  as  to  sug- 
gest that  it  was  wholly  written  by  someone 
else  !  This  was  just  what  the  unbelievers 
wanted,  apparently  without  recognising 
that  such  a  theory  would  be  a  powerful 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  Joseph's  story. 
He  had  had  help,  but  from  divine  sources  ! 
Careless  writers  in  their  enmity  of  Joseph 
Smith  have  later  built  upon  such  a  theory 
for  a  century  or  more. 

The  first  book  to  put  -the  theory  that 
Joseph  Smith  had  helpers  in  writing  the 
Book  of  Mormon  into  wide  circulation  was 
the  book  "Mormonism  Unveiled,"  written 
by  Philastrus  Hurlburt,  an  acknowledged 
enemy.  From  this  book,  published  in  1834, 
nearly  all  anti-]\Iormon  books  have  drawn 
their  material. 

*  *  * 

The  theory  was  there  advanced  that 
Joseph  Smith  had  had  a  silent  partner  in 
his  work.     It  was  inferred  that  this  person 
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was  Sidney  Rigdoii,  an  associate  preacher 
and  founder  of  the  Canipbellite  Church,  a 
close  riend  and  colleague  of  Alexander 
Campbell,  who  had  joined  the  Church  in 
November  1831  after  a  careful  and  search- 
ing inquiry  into  the  truth  of  Mormonism. 
He  was  an  eloquent  preacher  of  some 
learning,  and  an  outstanding  man  wherever 
he  went. 

It  was  suggested  that  this  man  had 
written  the  theological,  or  religious  portion 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon  ;  and  that  the  his- 


torical setting  of  the  Book  was  also  fur- 
nished by  him  by  plagiarising  an  un- 
published novel  called  "The  Manuscript 
Found"  written  nearly  twenty  years  earlier 
bj'  one  vSolomon  vSpaulding,  declared 
Atheist,  about  ancient  peoples  of  America. 
Rigdon  was  supposed  to  have  purloined  the 
manuscript  from  the  printer  with  whom  it 
had  been  deposited. 

The  Book  of  Mormon  according  to  this 
theory  was  nothing  more  than  this  Spauld- 
ing   vStory,    ornamented    with   Rigdon's   re- 


l^resident  Joseph  Smith 
ligious  emanations.  This  theory  was  as  a 
raft  at  sea  for  the  helpless  enemies  of 
Joseph  Smith,  but  it  has  been  peddled  in- 
dustriously by  anti-Mormon  ^vriters  for  the 
delectation  of  their  unwary  readers. 

The  tale  called  "  The  Manuscript 
Found  "  is  a  story  of  a  part}'  of  Romans 
who  came  to  America,  and  an  account  of 
their  life  there.  The  story  was  read  by 
Rev.    Spaulding    to    his    family    and    some 


rm 


and  Book  of  Mormon, 
friends.  vSeveral  persons  who  had  heard 
the  story  read  fifteen  or  twenty  years 
earlier  were  induced  to  sign  a  statement 
that  the  language  and  the  characters  in  the 
stor}'  fitted  in  with  the  contents  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon.  This  was  enough  to  set  up  and 
circulate  the  theory  that  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon was  based  upon  it. 

*  *  * 

Unfortunatel}'  for  the  Rigdon-Spaulding 
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theory,  the  manuscript  of  the  Spaulding 
story  was  discovered  in  1880  among  the 
possessions  of  Mr.  h.  L.  Rice  of  Honokiki, 
who  had  secured  the  hterary  remains  of 
Spaulding.  The  Spaulding  story  has  since 
been  published  in  two  editions.  It  bears 
no  resemblance  in  language,  style,  names, 
or  subject  matter  to  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

In  utter  despair,  the  enemies  of  the 
Church  fled  for  cover.  A  few  proceeded  to 
set  up  another  theory,  that  Spaulding  had 
written  more  than  one  story,  and  that  the 
one  found  was  not  the  one  that  resembled 
the  Book  of  Mormon.  This  discovered 
Spaulding  manuscript  was  identified  with 
the  one  set  up  in  the  book,  "Mormonism 
Unveiled." 

Moreover,  destructive  of  the  theory,  the 
names  of  the  people  who  thought  that  the 
Spaulding  story  as  read  by  them  many 
years  before  and  the  Book  of  Mormon  story 
were  similar,  w-ere  found  endorsed  on  the 
discovered  manuscript  as  those  who  knew 
it  in  Spaulding' s  day.  The  Spaulding 
theory  of  the  origin  of  the  Book  of  Mormon 
has  been  thoroughlj''  demolished.  Anyone 
who  peddles  this  theory  to-day  betrays  de- 
liberate dishonesty,  or  pitiful  lack  of  know- 
ledge concerning  the  whole  matter. 
*  *  * 

That  Sidney  Rigdon  ever  saw  the  Prop- 
het Joseph  Smith  before  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon was  published  has  been  disproved.  His 
first  visit  to  Palmyra,  so  far  as  can  be 
learned,  was  after  the  organisation  of  the 
Church.  At  that  time  he  had  his  first  meet- 
ing with  the  Prophet  Joseph  vSmith.  Printed 
non-Mormon  contemporaneous  reports  of 
Rigdon's  acceptance  of  the  gospel  do  not 
mention  or  hint  of  any  previous  meeting  of 
Joseph  Smith  and  Rigdon.  Historical  evi- 
dence fails  to  prove  any  earlier  connection 
between  Sidney  Rigdon  and  Joseph  Smith. 

Therefore,  diehard  anti-Mormon  writers 
have  suggested  that  to  help  produce  the 
Book  of  Mormon  Sidney  Rigdon  travelled 
long  distances  and  met  Joseph  vSmith  as  a 
mysterious  stranger  unknown  to  the  com- 
munit3\  That  theory  is  not  onh^  unlikely, 
and  unproved,  but  absurd,  lodged  only  in 
the  minds  of  those  who  refuse  any  evidence 
that  Joseph  Smith  told  the  truth. 


Sidney  Rngdon  himself  testified  time  and 
again  that  the  first  time  he  saw  the  Book 
of  Mormon  was  in  Mentor,  Ohio,  near  Kirt- 
land  after  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  pub- 
lished and  the  Church  organised.  Then 
Parley  P.  Pratt,  a  former  colleague  in  The 
Disciples  Church,  gave  him  a  copy.  Elder 
Pratt  was  one  of  four  Mormon  elders  travel- 
ling through  the  Kirtland  territory  to  do 
missionary  work  among  the  Indians. 

They  stopped  for  some  time  in  and  near 
Kirtland  to  preach  and  bear  witness  of  the 
restored  gospel.  They  had  long  conferences 
with  idney  Rigdon.  Rigdon  declared  this 
to  be  the  first  time  that  he  had  ever  seen 
the  Book  of  Mormon  or  known  of  its  con- 
tents. His  son,  John  W.  Rigdon,  who 
joined  the  Church,  testified  that  when  his 
father,  vSidney  Rigdon,  lay  upon  his  death- 
bed, he,  John  W.  Rigdon,  put  the  question 
of  the  origin  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  to  his 
father.  The  result  is  best  told  in  his  own 
\vords  :  "You  have  been  charged  with  writ- 
ing that  Book  of  Mormon  and  giving  it  to 
Joseph  Smith  to  introduce  to  the  world. 
You  have  always  told  me  one  story,  that 
you  never  say  the  book  until  it  was  pre- 
sented to  you  by  Parley  P.  Pratt  and  Oliver 
Cowdery.  That  all  you  ever  knew  of  the 
origin  of  that  book  was  what  they  told  you, 
and  what  Joseph  Smith  and  the  witnesses 
who  have  claimed  to  have  seen  the  plates 
have  told  you. 

"Is  this  true?  If  so,  all  right.  If  it  is 
not,  you  owe  it  to  me  and  to  your  family 
to  tell  it.  You  are  an  old  man  and  you  will 
soon  pass  away  and  I  wish  to  know  if 
Joseph  Smith  in  your  intimacy  with  him 
for  fourteen  years  has  not  said  something 
to  you  that  led  you  to  believe  he  obtained 
that  book  in  some  other  way  than  that 
which  he  has  told  you.  Give  me  all  you 
know  about  it  that  I  may  know  the  truth. 

"My  father  looked  at  me  a  moment  and 
raised  his  hand  above  his  head  and  slowly 
said  with  tears  glistening  in  his  eyes,  'My 
son,  I  can  swear  before  high  hea\-en,  that 
what  I  have  told  you  about  the  origin  of 
that  book  is  true.  Your  mother  and  sister, 
Mrs.  Obega  Robinson,  were  present  when 
that  book  was  handed  to  me  in  Mentor, 
Ohio,    and    what    I   ever    knew    about    the 
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origin  of  that  book  was  what  Parley  P. 
Pratt,  OHver  Covvdrey,  Joseph  Smith,  and 
the  witnesses  who  claimed  tliey  saw  the 
plates,  have  told  me. 

"  'And  with  all  my  intimacy  with 
Joseph  Smith  he  never  told  me  but  one 
story,  and  that  was  that  he  found  it  en- 
graved on  gold  plates  in  a  hill  near  Pal- 
myra, New  York,  and  that  an  angel  had 
appeared  to  him  and  had  directed  him 
where  to  find  it  and  I  have  never  to  you 
nor  to  anyone  else  told  but  the  one  stor.v 
and  that  I  now  repeat  to  3'ou.'  I  believe 
him  and  now  believe  he  told  me  the  truth. 
He  also  said  to  me  after  that,  'Mormonism 
is  true,  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  Prophet, 
and  this  world  would  find  it  out  some 
day'." 

The  Rigdon-Spaulding  explanation  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  now  thoroughly  dis- 
proved, has  no  historical  foundation,  but 
Avas  clearl}^  manufactured  by  a  dishonest 
writer  in  hate  of  Joseph  Smith.  It  remains 
an  evidence  of  the  ugl}^  dishonesty  that 
may  enter  the  mind  of  hate. 

In  the  face  of  intense  long  continued  re- 
search, the  theory  has  been  thoroughly  dis- 
credited by  competent  historians.  It  is 
now  only  used  by  those  who  love  their  pre- 
judices more  than  truth  ;  but  often  enough 
to  disturb  the  uninformed. 

After  a  century  of  fruitless  hunting,  Sid- 
ney Rigdon  is  the  only  person  who  has 
been  charged  with  being  a  helper  to  Joseph 
Smith  in  the  writing  of  the  Book  of  ]\Ior- 
mon  :  In  view  of  the  proof  that  Rigdon  did 
not  help  him,  Joseph  Smith  remains  the 
sole  producer  of  the  Book  unaided  by  any 
mortal  person. 

Those  who  cannot  or  will  not  believe 
that  Joseph  vSmith  wrote  the  Book  of  Mor- 


mon have  then  had  only  one  other  theory 
to  fall  back  upon.  E.  W.  Riley  in  his  book 
"The  Founder  of  Mormonism,"  a  "psycho- 
logical" study  of  Joseph  Smith,  accepts  the 
Book  of  Mormon  as  a  product  of  Joseph 
Smith's  mind,  but  believes  that  it  was 
written  by  him  while  he  was  in  an  epileptic 
state. 

If  that  be  accepted,  Joseph  Smith  must 
have  been  seized  by  such  fits,  regularly, 
forenoon  and  afternoon,  possibly  during 
the  ninety  days  in  which  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon was  translated  and  then  was  free  from 
such  fits  the  remainder  of  his  life.  That 
theory,  smacking  of  Arabian  Nights  fables, 
is  so  strained  as  to  be  an  insult  to  the 
credulity  of  intelligent  people. 

It  is  merely  an  admission  that  students 
of  Joseph  Smith  stand  helpless  before  the 
interpretation  of  the  work  he  did,  unless 
they  accept  the  statements  of  Joseph  Smith 
himself.  Joseph's  own  frank  admission  is 
the  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  produced  bj' 
the  "gift  and  power  of  God." 

A  variation  of  these  theories  has  recentlj^ 
appeared.  Gasping  for  breath  the  oppon- 
ents of  Joseph  Smith  now  assert  that  he 
possessed  tremendous  mental  power  which 
enabled  him  to  write  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
but  also  that  he  was  so  deficient  in  moral 
sense  as  to  palm  off  his  work  as  coming 
from  God.  That's  old  stuff.  Joseph's  life 
of  rectitude  is  a  sufficient  answer.  The 
theory  is  probably  the  death-rattle  of  the 
defeated  critics  of  Joseph  Smith. 

After  examining  the  long  shelves  of 
books  on  Mormonism,  a  wearisome  and 
thankless  task,  there  is  but  one  conclusion  : 
Joseph  Smith  wrote  the  Book  of  Mormon 
unaided  by  mortal  man.  That  is  also  the 
verdict  of  historv. 


^^  Morals  and  Ideals  — 

Our  Standards  for  Happiness'' 


By  ELDER  HERMAN  N.  BUHLER. 


I  T  is  with  the  young  people  that  I  am 
'  especially  concerned,  for  they  are  to- 
morrow's   leaders    in    church,    community 


and  world  affairs.  Thus  it  is  important 
that  they  gain  knowledge  and  set  their 
standards  high,  for  they  will  have  to  accept 
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responsibilities  and  we  want  them  pre- 
pared. Our  Church  uses  many  techniques 
in  teaching  our  youth. 

I  believe  that  the  instruction  of  our 
youth  begins  in  the  home.  The  example 
set  by  humble  parents  living  the  gospel 
leaves  a  deep  impression  on  the  child's 
mind.  Similarly,  those  who  hold  high 
responsible  positions  in  our  Church  are  con- 
stantly under  observation  by  our  young 
people.     This  tremendous  responsibility  is 


Elder   Buliler 

borne  by  every  officer  and  teacher  within 
the  church.  It  is  their  burden  to  see  that 
our  growing  generation  gets  a  solid  foun- 
dation in  the  Restored  Gospel  of  Christ. 

In  our  Sunday  Services  we  provide  spirit- 
ual uplift  and  guidance ;  we  learn  of  the 
teachings  and  standards  of  God's  Plan  of 
Life  for  our  individual  happiness.  Yet  the 
young  people  must  practice  and  live  these 
teachings  in  a  world  devoid  of  such  high 
moralit5^  Our  M.I. A.,  an  organisation  for 
young  men  and  women,  provides  oppor- 
tunities for  young  people  to  gain  know- 
ledge, acquire  skills,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  learn  bj'  association  with  clean  moral 
young  people  how  to  apply  the  Gospel 
;^      Standard  in  daily  living. 

Sometimes  our  young  men  and  women 
through  their  own  fault  or  the  neglect  of 
parents  and  teachers  mistake  worldly 
pleasures  for  the  true  road  to  happiness. 
Heartache  invariably  results.  We  all  must 
choose  our  own  friends,  and  rightly  so, 
Init  we  must  be  extremely  careful  in  the 


selection,  for  our  associates  have  a  real  in- 
influence  on  our  actions.  Your  conscience  's 
with  you  alwaj's  and  a  clear  conscience  is 
happiness  itself.  Make  sure  the  "gang" 
you  are  a  part  of  lives  up  to  3'our  standards 
both  in  morality  and  in  observance  of  the 
Word  of  Wisdom. 

The  terrible  sin  of  unchastity  almost  al- 
ways results  from  the  persons  having  weak- 
ened in  some  lesser  part  of  his  or  her  code 
of  morality.  Immoral  acts  have  never 
brought  happiness  and  never  will.  Mistakes 
always  leave  their  mark.  Any  supposedly 
innocent  breach  of  the  Word  of  Wisdom  is 
a  mistake  and  always  ends  in  sorrow. 

Each  day  we  see  the  beauties  of  God's 
creations.  Such  beauty  to  those  who  live 
God's  eternal  laws  are  a  guarantee  of  hap- 
piness. But  to  those  who  forsake  these 
eternal  laws,  beauty  is  dead,  for  the  tor- 
ment of  conscience  is  ever  present.  Un- 
righteousness never  was  and  never  will  be 
true  happiness.  Chastity  is  the  basis  of 
virtue. 

We  read  in  Paul's  letter  to  the  Saints  at 
Corinth:  "If  any  man  defile  the  Temple 
of  God  him  shall  God  destroy  for  the  Tem- 
ple of  God  is  holy  which  temple  ye  are." 
Hold  your  standards  high  and  keep  them 
there ! 

vSo  I  say  to  you  parents,  teach  your  child- 
ren and  see  that  they  find  true  happiness 
through  clean  living  and  high  ideals;  and 
to  you  young  men  and  women,  follow  these 
teachings,  seek  out  clean  pleasures,  and 
avoid  the  pitfalls  of  a  weakened  resistance 
to  evil.  Do  these  to-day,  young  latter-day 
vSaints,  that  to-morrow  you  can  look  back 
on  your  deeds  with  pride  and  happiness. 

Let  your  church  be  your  guide.  There  is 
no  teaching  in  our  church  which  is  not  for 
your  own  good.  You  can't  go  wrong  by 
following  them.  I  have  never  yet  seen  an 
unhappy  young  person  who  lived  the 
teachings  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints. 

God's  laws  and  teachings  are  eternal,  so 
I  promise  you  that  if  you  want  real  happi- 
ness live  these  laws.  Only  through  high 
moral  standards  are  our  lives  given  purpose 
and  happiness. 
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CAPE    DISTRICT 


MOWBRAY  BRANCH 
(Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith). 

M.I. A.  OUTING.— Now  that  the  Auxil- 
iaries are  getting  into  working  order,  we 
are  again  beginning  to  feel  the  benefit  of 
associating  with  each  other,  both  for  work 
and  for  play. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  March  29th,  the 
M.I. A.  sponsored  what  was  the  last  out- 
door activity  of  the  summer  season  of 
1948- 1 949.  This  was  a  "braaivleisaand," 
and  it  was  held  in  Wynberg  Park. 

It  had  been  one  of  the  hottest  da^^s  of 
the  year,  and  everybody  was  really  glad 
to  get  out  into  the  open. 

Most  of  those  who  attended  had  walked 
up  from  Wynberg  Station  to  the  Park, 
where  Brother  Jimmy  Vigus  and  his 
helpers  had  started  a  roaring  fire.  It  was 
dusk  when  the  Park  was  reached,  and 
those  flames  certainly  were  a  welcome 
sight. 

Then  began  the  really  serious  business 
of  the  evening,  as  everybody  began  to  set 
about  preparing  the  "eats."  (What  the 
squirrels  thought  about  the  proceedings, 
nobody  knows.)  There  seemed  to  be  plenty 
for  everybody.  (Some  of  the  sisters  must 
have  very  obliging  butchers.) 

When  the  "inner  man"  had  been  duly 
satisfied,  the  crowd  gathered  around  the 
fire  for  a  sing-song.  It  was  a  thoroughly 
enjoyable  outing. 


TOUR  STARTS.— President  and  Sister 
Wright,  accompanied  b}^  Elders  Robert  C. 
Taylor  and  A.  vSterling  Workman,  were 
seen  pulling  away  from  Cumorah  in  the 
early  hours  of  the  morning  on  the  ist  of 
April.  They  were  leaving  for  their  mission 
tour,  and  expect  to  be  gone  for  six  weeks. 
Elders  Thaddeus  M.  Evans  and  Stewart  H. 
Parker  left  the  previous  day  by  train  from 
Cape  Town  Station. 

BASKETBALL.— Cries  of  "Vive  la 
France"  were  heard  resounding  from  the 
Cumorah  Hall  on  the  evening  of  the  24th. 
It  seems  that  the  Elders  were  playing  host 
to  the  French  Navy  in  a  hotl}^  contested 
basketball  game. 

The  Elders  had  two  squads,  which  gave 
them  quite  an  advantage  over  the  sailors. 
Having  gained  a  lead  in  the  first  quarter 
the  Cumorah  five  began  to  coast,  so  the 
Frenchmen  took  advantage  of  this  and 
pulled  ahead  to  lead  until  the  4th  quarter. 
Pouring  it  on  in  the  last  quarter,  the 
Cumorah  team  came  out  on  top  when  the 
final  whistle  had  blown.  The  final  score 
was  58  to  43. 

Elder  Whiting  led  the  scoring  with  16 
points,  followed  closely  by  Elder  Clarke, 
who  sank  seven  buckets  for  a  total  of  14 
points.  M.  Rousseau  was  high  point  man 
for  the  navy  with  13  points. 

The  clean  sportsmanship  displayed  by 
both  teams  was  the  highlight  of  the  game. 
The  Frenchmen  are  to  be  commended  for 
the  quality  of  their  style  of  play. 

In  an  interview  with  M.  Castel  it  was 
learned  that  the  sailors  were  members  of 
the  crew  from  the  French  cruiser,  Jeanne 
de'  Arc.  These  men  are  on  a  training 
cruise  and  at  the  same  time  hope  to  pro- 
mote good-will  between  their  nation  <  nd 
the  countries  which  they  visit. 

EASTERN  PROVINCE  DISTRICT 


EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 
(Reported  by  Henrietta  E.  Booysen). 

This  month  marked  the  opening  of  the 
Primar.v  and  Relief  Society  for  the  new 
year.      The   women   of   the   Relief   Society 
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have  begun  small  sewing  projects  in  hopes 
of  conducting  a  bazaar  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Mrs.  Dora  Booysen  has  been  selected  as 
Primary  Mother  for  East  Lodon.  Her  con- 
tribution to  the  organisation  is  greatly 
apprecitaed.  The  young  girls  of  the  Pri- 
mary are  knitting  dolls'  bonnets  for  their 
first  project  while  the  boys  are  making 
butterfly  nets.  These  projects  are  con- 
ducted along  with  the  regular  primary 
course  which  is  directed  by  Mrs.  Booysen. 

The  East  London  vSoftball  Association 
was  entertained  on  Wednesday  the  23rd  by 
Elders  Rowland  and  O'Brien  with  the 
showing  of  the  film  "In  the  Tops  of  the 
Mountains."  Following  the  film  many 
(juestions  were  asked  concerning  Joseph 
vSmith  and  the  "Mormons."  An  interesting 
discussion  ensued  during  which  many 
friends  of  the  church  gained  a  better  kno\\- 
ledge  of  our  teachings  and  principles. 

PORT   ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

(Reported  by  Theresa  Trollip). 

A  baptismal  service  was  held  on  the  igth 
during  \\'hich  Sidne.v  Robert  Henr^^  Trollip 
was  baptised  by  Elder  Kenneth  R.  Curtis. 
The  same  day,  Eric  Neville  Everton  was 
baptised  by  Brother  John  Henr}^  Everton. 
These  two  brethren  were  confirmed  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  on  the  following  day, 
Sunday.  Elder  Robert  O.  Hyer  confirmed 
Brother  Trollip  and  Elder  Fred  K.  Boede 
confirmed  Brother  Everton. 

May  the  Lord  bless  these  brethren  that 
they  may  fulfil  the  covenant  they  have 
made  with  Him. 

A  dance,  in  aid  of  the  Building  Fund  and 
the  Red  Cross,  was  held  on  the  4th.  A  large 
crowd  was  in  attendance  and  the  dance  was 
considered  a  huge  success. 

We  were  happy  to  have  vSister  Edith 
Meyers,  from  Cape  Town,  visit  us.  She  is 
on  her  \vay  to  Durban  for  a  vacation. 


A  local  member  had  an  unusual  experience 
one  evening  while  visiting  a  Catholic  lady. 
During  the  discussion  he  mentioned  that  lie 
was  a  Mormon.  vShe  stared  at  him  in  open 
horror  and  suddenly  burst  out  with,  "A 
Mormon!  I  have  read  and  heard  of  those 
things,  but  I  didn't  know  they  really 
existed."  It  seems  that  many  people  as  3'et 
don't  know  the  true  story  about  the  Mor- 
mons. 

A  Beetle  Drive  was  held  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  vSister  Tom  Hancock  in  aid  of 
Sunday  vSchool  Funds.  It  was  very  success- 
ful and  everyone  truly  enjoyed  an  exciting 
evening  of  fun. 

A  Baptismal  service  was  held  at  9  a.m. 
at  the  mouth  of  the  l^mgeni  River  on  the 
5th  of  INIarch.  The  following  children  were 
baptised  by  Elder  LaVar  Matkin  :  Delphine 
Dulcie  Rose,  Mervyn  Rose,  and  Harlan 
Burns  Grant  Dollar.  We  are  very  happy 
to  welcome  these  children  into  Christ's 
fold. 

The  Relief  vSociety  conducted  the  even- 
ing service  on  Sunday,  tlie  6th  of  INIarch. 
It  was  a  very  inspirational  programme.  The 
Sisters  are  to  be  commended  for  tlieir  fine- 
work  in  this  capacity. 

The  22nd  of  iNIarcli  marked  the  opening 
of  this  year's  M.I. A.  activities.  A  large 
group  of  people  enjoyed  the  lovely  musical 
items  presented  by  the  guest  artists.  Many 
fine  activities  have  been  planned  by  the 
INI.I.A.,  and  we  pra_\-  that  they  will  be  suc- 
cessful during  the  coming  year. 

Welcome  visitors  were  seen  at  Church 
on  the  27th,  when  Elders  Mark  Cheney  and 
Jack  Braithwaite  visited  the  Branch  during 
their  stay  in  Durban.  Other  visitors  from 
Johannesburg  were  vSister  INIaisie  Ninow, 
Brother  and  Sister  Fred  Ninow  and  their 
baby.  They  are  spending  a  few  days  holi- 
day down  the  vSouth  Coast.  It  was  an  en- 
joyable experience  to  have  these  Saints 
with  us. 


NATAL    DISTRICT 


DURBAN    BRANCH 
(Reported  by  Valerie  Hancock). 

Are  Mormons   Pre-historic  THINGS?— 


TRANSVAAL     DISTRICT 


RAMAH    BRANCH 

(Reported  by  Sister  Margaret  Jennings). 

We    offer    our    congratulations     to     the 
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Ramah  Mutual  Improvement  Association, 
under  the  able  direction  of  vSister  Yvonne 
Matthews  and  Elder  Call  E.  Hill  and 
counselors.  They  are  really  keeping  every- 
bod}'^  fit  and  active.  A  picnic  at  Giloolies' 
Farm,  a  treasure  hunt,  speech  training  in- 
struction, and  procedure  for  street  meet- 
ing, were  a  few  of  the  many  entertaining 
activities  arranged  for  our  spare  time. 

On  ]\Iarch  6th,  the  "Destiny  of  Woman" 
was  beautifully  portrayed  by  the  Relief 
Society  sisters  in  the  form  of  an  impressive 
tableau  in  three  parts.  The  excellent 
scenery-  arranged  by  Brother  Tex  Smith 
and  the  talent  displayed  by  the  producer, 
vSister  Kitty  vSmith,  and  all  who  took  part, 
brought  many  congratulations  to  the  Re- 
lief Society  President,  vSister  Margaret 
Carr,  and  her  counselors. 

ELDERS'  FAREWELL.— On  March 
13th,  Elders  Herzog,  Clarke  and  Stevens 
gave  their  farewell  talks  which  were  a 
source  of  inspiration  to  all.  In  a  spirit  of 
humility  they  thanked  the  members  who 
had  helped  them  to  gain  their  testimonies. 

Two  days  later  the  Mutual  Improvement 
Association  held  a  social  for  them  and  also 
for  Elders  Jack  H.  Braithwaite  and  Mark 
Cheney.  The  many  friends  and  members 
thoroughly  enjoyed  the  evening,  which  was 
well  organised  under  the  direction  of  Elder 
C.  LaVar  Rock  wood. 

A  large  crowd  gathered  at  Park  Station 
on  the  17th  to  bid  Elders  Herzog,  Clarke 
and  Stevens  farewell  and  Bon  Voyage. 
Many  touching  songs  were  sung  and  when 
the  train  left  there  were  very  few  dry  eyes. 

March  has  been  a  very  sad  month  for 
Ramah  because  we  have  lost  many  of  our 
old  missionaries.  We  realise  that  the  time 
will  come  when  they  will  return  home,  but 
we  never  seem  to  be  prepared  for  it. 

On  March  20th  Elders  Chenej^  and 
Braithwaite  gave  farewell  talks,  then  left 
by  car  on  the  26th  for  Durban  with 
Brother  and  Sister  Fred  Ninow  Jr.  and 
vSister  Maisie  Ninow."  They  are  spending 
a  few  days  at  the  vSouth  Coast. 

We  were  happy  to  have  Brother  I.  C. 
Louw  pay  us  an  official  District  Presidency 
visit.      He   was  accompanied  by  his  wife, 


vSister  Mavis  Louw,  and  Elders  J.  F.  vShir- 
ley  and  C.  Webb. 

Elder  B.  J.  Smith  underwent  an  opera- 
tion for  appendicitis  and  we  are  very 
pleased  to  have  him  back  in  our  midst.  He 
is  looking  fitter  than  ever,  thanks  to  the 
prayers  of  all,  and  the  administration  of  the 
Priesthood. 

Sister  Mercia  Muir  Tewson  and  her  in- 
fant daughter  have  been  indisposed,  but  are 
now  well  on  the  way  to  recovery  through 
the  administration  of  Brother  N.  G.  Muir. 

CONOR ATITLATIONS.— Sister  Minnie 
Louw  Hutton  presented  her  husband, 
George,  with  another  bonnie  daughter  on 
the  31st  of  March.  Sister  Minnie  has  had 
ill  health  for  a  considerable  time.  We 
realise  how  the  Lord  has  poured  out  his 
blessings  on  her  home,  and  we  trust  that 
she  will  have  better  health  in  the  future. 

With  the  assistance  of  Brother  van  der 
Westhuizen  and  a  friend,  the  members  of 
the  Mutual  Improvement  Association  were 
able  to  make  two  records — sending  greet- 
ings to  two  branches  of  the  M.I. A.  in  Zion. 
About  thirty  people  took  part  and  the  re- 
cords were  concluded  by  having  the  entire 
M.I. A.  sing  the  South  African  song,  "Sarie 
Marais." 

Sister  Doreen  Robinson  and  Sister  Mavis 
Orton  spent  a  most  enjoyable  vacation  at 
Durban.  They  have  returned  as  brown  as 
berries  so  I  guess  they  didn't  miss  any  of 
the  glorious  South  Coast  sunshine. 

SPRINGS    BRANCH 
(Reported  by  Mavis  E.  Louw). 

Brothers  I.  C.  Louw  and  J.  Stemmet 
recently  visited  Nigel,  to  arrange  for  a 
home  Sunday  School  which  is  to  be  held 
at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Sister  van  Staden. 

Brother  and  Sister  Louw  visited  Eden- 
vale  in  an  official  capacity.  Sacrament 
Meeting  was  held  at  the  home  of  Brother 
Louis  Joubert.  Elders  C.  L.  Rock  wood  and 
N.  G.  Smith  were  the  speakers  for  the 
evening.  The  Relief  Societj^  was  in  charge 
of  the  service. 

ZION  BOUND.— There  was  quite  an  air 
of  excitement  in  the  branch  recently  when 
it  was  learned  that  Brother  Stemmet  is  sail- 
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ing  for  Zion  on  the  i6th  of  Maj'.  He  has 
been  one  of  our  most  faithful  members, 
having  officiated  in  the  branch  presidency 
and  as  Sunday  School  Superintendent.  We 
will  certainl}^  miss  this  fine  brother.  May 
God's  choicest  blessings  attend  him. 

BLESSED  EVENT.— Congratulations  to 
Brother  Hughie  Campbell  and  his  wife  on 
the  birth  of  a  baby  daughter  on  Sunday, 
the  27th  of  March. 

We  welcome  Sister  Muriel  Dean  and  her 
four  children  from  East  London.  They  are 
spending  a  short  vacation  in  Springs. 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 

(Reported  by  Elder  Peter  G,  Russell). 

Brother  Norman  G.  Muir  and  Brother 
I.  C.  Louw  visited  us  on  the  3rd  of  April, 
for  the  purpose  of  reorganising  the  Branch 
Presidency.  Brother  Oliver  Cowdrey  was 
released  as  Branch  President  with  a  vote  of 
thanks  for  the  fine  work  he  has  done  these 
past  years.  Brother  Cowdrey  had  been 
acting  without  counsellors.  Brother  John 
C.  Troskie  was  set  apart  as  the  new  Branch 
President.  His  counsellors  have  not  been 
selected  as  yet. 

Sister  Johanna  Cowdrey  was  set  apart  as 
Branch  Genealogy  Supervisor  with  Sister 
Nola  Troskie  to  assist  her. 

Pretoria  has  had  a  very  welcome  addition 
to  the  Branch  recently.    Sister  Harvey  and 


her  husband  from  Sea  Point,  Cape,  are  in 
our  midst  and  we  extend  them  a  hearty 
welcome. 

BLOEMFONTEIN=KIMBERLEY 
DISTRICT 


BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 
(Reported  by  I.   E.  Spear). 

Sister  Johanna  Scholtz,  grand-daughter 
and  ward  of  Brotlier  and  Sister  vS.  P.  vStry- 
dom,  was  baptized  by  Elder  INI.  Q.  Felt  on 
the  5th  of  March.  She  was  confirmed  a 
member  of  the  church  by  Elder  G.  P.  ]\Iar- 
getts  at  a  testimony  meeting  held  imme- 
diately after  the  baptismal  service. 

NARROW  ESCAPE.— A  brancli  outing 
was  held  at  Mazelspoort  on  the  19th  of 
March.  During  the  trip  to  Mazelspoort  one 
of  the  cars,  in  which  some  of  the  members 
of  the  party  were  riding,  was  involved  in  a 
collision  with  another  car.  The  occupants, 
Brother  Syd  vS.  Spear,  vSister  Joey  Scholtz, 
and  Elders  Margetts  and  Felt,  were  un- 
liurt.  Although  the  car  in  which  they  were 
riding  overturned  and  was  badh'  damaged, 
they  miraculously  escaped  injury. 

Elder  Margetts  offered  a  prayer  of 
thanks  for  the  safety  of  all  those  involved 
in  the  accident.  We  join  with  them  in 
thanking  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the  way 
in  \\hich  they  were  protected. 


D^PAKf 


With  the  beautiful  strains  of  "Now  is 
the  Hour"  floating  across  the  bay,  as  ren- 
dered by  the  Cumorah  Quartet,  Elders  J. 
Richard  Clarke,  LeRoy  R.  Stevens,  and 
Robert  B.  Herzog,  sailed  from  Table  Bay 
aboard  the  "Arundel  Castle"  on  March 
25th. 

Elder  J.  Richard  Clarke  served  with  the 
U.S.  Navy  before  coming  into  the  mission 
field,    and    was    attending    Ricks    College 


when  he  received  his  mission  call.  He 
spent  his  time  labouring  in  the  Cape  Dis- 
trict and  in  the  Transvaal  as  Presiding 
Elder. 

Elder  Clarke  had  this  to  say  as  his  part- 
ing statement:  "My  mission,  without  a 
doubt,  has  been  the  most  eventful,  and 
happy  period  of  my  life  thus  far.  I  believe 
that  true  happiness  is  gained  from  service 
to  our  Heavenly  Father,  and  to  our  fellow 
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men,  I  have  tried  to  serve  my  Fatlier  in 
Heaven  to  the  best  of  my  ability,,  and  my 
prayer  is  that  He  is  pleased  with  my  ef- 
forts.     T   have   learned  to  love   the   people 


the    Raniah    Branch    presidency,    and    was 


Elder  Clarke 

with  \A'hom  I  have  associated,  and  the 
Elders  that  I  laboured  with.  Through  the 
problems  that  I  have  had  to  deal  with,  I 
believe  that  I  have  received  development 
of  character  which  I  could  not  have  re- 
ceived in  any  other  way.  For  this,  I  am 
grateful. 

"I  have  gained  a  testimony  of  the  Gospel 
in  this  land  that  I  know  to  be  my  most 
priceless  possession.  I  pray  that  I  may 
always  apply  this  testimony  in  my  life. 

"It  has  truly  been  a  privilege  to  labour 
under  two  such  fine  men  as  June  B.  Sharp 
and  Evan  P.  Wright.  1  am  convinced  that 
they  were  called  by  inspiration  from  God 
to  fulfill  a  definite  purpose  in  this  land, 
and  that  the  seeds  of  their  administration 
will  bear  fruit. 

"I  would  like  to  thank  all  the  Saints  in 
South  Africa  for  the  many  kindnesses 
shown'  to  me.  I  sincerely  pray  that  the 
Lord  will  bless  them  in  their  efforts  to  serve 
Him." 

Elder  Clarke  is  returning  to  his  home  in 
Rexburg,  Idaho,  where  he  plans  to  resume 
his  college  education.  The  familiar  stories 
about  "Dear  Old  Ricks"  will  be  sorely 
missed  by  all  who  knew  Elder  Clarke  per- 
sonally. 

Elder  Robert  B.  Herzog  was  well-known 
by  the  people  in  the  Cumorah  and  Ramah 
branches  of  the  mission.      He  laboured  in 


Elder  R-obcrt  B.  Herzog 

quite  active  in  the  Cape  District.  Return- 
ing to  his  home  in  Salt  Lake  City  he  has 
wedding  plans.  He  also  hopes  to  continue 
his  education  in  the  textile  field. 

When  asked  to  make  a  parting  statement 
he  said:  "We  have  a  tremendous  respon- 
sibility. Our  mission  is  to  bear  testimony  to 
all  mankind  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the 
Son  of  the  Living  God.  Along  with  this, 
it  is  our  responsibility  to  seek  out  the 
honest  in  heart  and  impart  to  them  the 
story  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 

"President  Bruce  R.  McConkie,  of  the 
First  Council  of  Seventy,  said  recently: 
'The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  holds,  in  the 
scheme  of  salvation,  the  most  important 
role  next  to  Jesus  Christ — he  is  the  chiefest 
witness  for  Christ  that  there  has  been  in 
this  world  since  the  Son  of  God  personally 
bore  record  of  Himself  by  saying:  "I  am 
the  Son  of  God".' 

"I  am  grateful  to  my  Heavenly  Father 
that  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  labouring 
here  in  South  Africa.  It  is  here  that  I  have 
learned  that  true  happiness  comes  from 
serving  my  fellow  men.  I  have  gained  my 
most  priceless  possession  here,  a  testimony- 
of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  restored 
by  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 

"If  we  hope  to  see  mankind  grow  up  in 
tolerable  conditions,  and  if  peace  and  pros- 
perity are  to  drive  out  the  spectres  of  war 
and  want,  we  must  teach  each  other  to  get 
the  vSpirit  of  God.  We  cannot  build  up  the 
Kingdom  of  God  without  it.  May  God 
bless  you  all.    ]My  sincere  prayer  is  that  we 
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may  so  adjust  our  lives,  and  go  on  to  per- 
fection, so  that  we  may  be  worthy  to  be- 
hold the  face  of  our  Creator." 

Elder  L,eRoy  R.  Stevens  voiced  his  senti- 
ments to  the  people  of  vSouth  Africa  in  a 
farewell  testimonial  held  for  the  departing 


Elder  LeRoy  R.   Stevens 

Elders.  He  stated  that  he  had  come  to  this 
land  to  share  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
with  the  people  here.  Through  study, 
prayer,  and  the  application  of  its  principles, 
he  had  strengthened  his  testimony  of  the 
divinity  of  this  Gospel. 

Elder  vStevens  admonished  the  Saints  to 
live  the  principles  of  the  Gospel,  because 
those  principles  are  founded  upon  right- 
eousness ;  and  righteous  living  w'as  the 
only  source  of  true  happiness. 

He  expressed  his  love  for  the  people  in 
this  statement :  "I  have  learned  to  Love  you 
people  as  I  would  my  family  and  friends 
in  Zion.  I  have  a  deep  regard  for  you  and 
I  pray  that  God  will  bless  you  with  every 
righteous  desire  of  your  hearts." 

Marriage  plans  are  first  on  the  agenda 
when  he  returns  to  his  home  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  after  which  he  plans  to  con- 
tinue his  studies  in  educational  administra- 
tion. 

Elder  Stevens  served  in  the  U.S.  Army, 
where  he  had  the  opportunity  to  preach  the 
Gospel.  While  stationed  on  the  tiny,  barren 
island  of  Adak  in  the  Aleutian  chain,  he 
served  in  the  Presidency  of  the  Adak 
Iv.D.S.  Servicemen's  Branch.  He  served  as 
second    counsellor   in    the    Mission    Presi- 


dency, and  as  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Bloem- 
fontein-Kimberley  District,  here  in  South 
Africa. 

RELIEF  SOCIETY   CORNER 

By  JEAN  D.  WRIGHT. 
SQUASH    PIE 

1  cup  sugar 
3  eggs 

2  cups  milk 

3  tablespoons  melted  butter 
I  pinch  salt 

I   teaspoon  Ginger 

1  teaspoon  Cinnamon 
i  teaspoon  Cloves 

2  cups  Squash 

(after  it  has  been  cooked  either 
by  boiling  or  baking ) . 

Put  above  ingredients  into  two  uncooked 
pie-shells.  Heat  oven  350-400  degrees,  and 
cook  for  45  minutes. 

The  above  ingredients  can  be  cooked  in 
a  double-boiler  and  then  put  into  two 
cooked  pie-shells. 

Serve  with  whipped  cream,  if  desired. 

*  *  * 

Dish-towels  hung  straight  after  washing 
and  then  dried  are  more  absorbent  if  they 
are  not  ironed, 

COVER. 

The  Mormon   Battalion  Monument — 

located  on  the  Capitol  Building  Grounds 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

This,  one  of  Utah's  historic  shrines,  has 
been  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  those 
valiant  men  who,  when  the  call  came  from 
their  country,  responded  with  the  zeal 
characteristic  of  true  Latter-day  Saints. 
Leaving  their  families  and  loved  ones  at  a 
time  when  they  w-ere  sorely  needed,  these 
men  made  what  is  believed  to  be  the  longest 
march  of  infantry  in  the  annals  of  recorded 
history. 

This  month's  cover  is  dedicated  to  their 
memory,  as  we  commemorate  the  restora- 
tion to  the  earth  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  the  teachings  of  which  motivated 
these  men  to  make  this  trek. 
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ENGLAND. 

Branch   Grows  up   in   Oxford    City  Where 
Elders  were  once  Expelled. 

In  contrast  to  the  days  when  under- 
graduate students  of  Oxford  Universitx- 
drove  missionaries  out  of  their  city,  there 
is  to-day  a  thriving  branch  of  the  Church. 

Missionaries  have  been  in  the  university 
city  of  Oxford  since  March  1948.  To-day 
there  meets  regularly  a  branch  which  has 
a  membership  of  17,  with  five  others  having 
requested  baptism  and  where  35  additional 
homes  are  open  for  investigation  of  the 
gospel. 

A  highspot  was  reached  on  November  i, 
when  a  group  of  100  people  turned  out  in 
the  town  hall  to  hear  President  Alma  Sonne 
of  the  European  Mission. 

The  work  in  Oxford  has  been  under  the 
direction  of  Elder  Reed  A.  Benson,  a  son 
of  Elder  Ezra  Taft  Benson  of  the  Council 
of  the  Twelve.  The  first  sacrament  meeting 
was    held    in    April    with   eight  attending. 


The  branch  was  formally  opened  on  June 
19- 

Elder  Benson  and  his  associates  became 
acquainted  with  city  officials  and  this  led 
to  permission  for  holding  open  air  meetings 
in  the  famous  Martyrs  Memorial  and  at  one 
other  busy  insersection.  They  also  ob- 
tained permission  to  hold  open  air  meetings 
at  the  pressed  steel  works  at  Cowley  during 
the  lunch  period. 

*  *  * 

Baptisms  continued  steadily  and  when 
the  first  branch  conference  was  held  in 
September,  there  were  34  present,  among 
whom  were  16  investigators. 

Elder  Benson,  in  a  recent  article  in  the 
Millennial  Star,  wrote:  "The  flower  is 
starting  to  bloom.  God  is  giving  the  in- 
crease, and  we  would  humbly  agree  with 
a  statement  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  'Isis,' 
Oxford  University  weekly  magazine  :  'The 
Mormons  have  a  big  future  in  Oxford'." 

ARGENTINIA. 

"Bathday"  of  Decade  Ago  lays  Foundation 
for   "Elders  Paradise." 

"Hola,  Hermano,  Hoy  es  e  dia  del 
bano?"  ("Hello,  brother,  is  to-day  'bath- 
day'?"). 

To  many  little  boys  of  an  outlying  neigh- 
bourhood of  LaPlata,  Argentinia,  in  1937, 
"bath  day"  was  eagerly  awaited  as  some- 
thing special. 

It  was  Primary  day — nicknamed  "bath 
day"  because  the  boA's  usually  arrived  in 
such  a  ruffled,  unkempt  condition,  that  the 
Elders  put  them  in  the  shower  before  Prim- 
ary" began.  Admittance  was  by  a  freshly 
scrubbed  face. 

*  *  * 

The  city  of  EaPlata  was  planned  and 
constructed  to  be  the  cultural,  educational, 
and  governmental  centre  of  the  richest 
region  of  Argentina. 

When  the  Elders  were  first  sent  to  the 
city  in  1936  to  open  up  the  Lord's  work, 
instead  of  establishing  the  branch  near  the 
centre  of  the  town,  they  began  their  activi- 
ties in  a  neighbourhood  on  the  outskirts, 
not  too  far  from  the  green  fields  that  sur- 
rounded them  on  two  sides. 
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That  their  choice  was  inspired  is  evident 
from  the  fact  that  to-day  the  branch  of  La- 
Plata  is  one  of  the  prides  of  the  Argentine 
Mission,  with  some  52  members,  all  active, 
and  all  of  whom  live,  or  did  live  at  the 
time  of  their  conversion,  within  eight 
blocks  of  that  first  meeting  place — a  rather 
unusual  occurence  considering  that  the  city- 
has  over  215,000  people. 

*  *  * 

From  that  first  humble  Primary,  many 
of  the  group  were  later  baptized,  have 
married  other  former  Primary  children, 
and  to-day  are  proud  LDS  parents.  The 
Church  in  LaPlata,  in  every  sense,  has  been 
a   "young  people's  branch." 

In  1946  missionaries  returned  to  the  city 
and  found  truly  an  "Elder's  paradise" 
awaiting  them.  Friends  and  investigators 
were  so  numerous  that  it  was  necessary  to 
request  additional  missionaries  to  aid  in 
carrying  out  the  work  at  hand.  A  second 
branch  was  opened  in  the  LaLoma  section 
of  the  city  and  has  enjoyed  marvellous  pro- 
gress. 

As  one  Elder  stated,  "Some  days  we 
couldn't  even  leave  our  room.  Investigators 
began  coming  in  the  morning  to  talk  about 
the  Gospel,  and  they  kept  coming  until 
almost  midnight." 

GERMANY. 

1,600  Attend   Conference  at   Hanover. 

A  total  of  1,600  members  of  the  church 
and  their  friends  attended  the  recent  mis- 
sion conference  held  in 'Hanover  under  the 
direction  of  Mission  President  Walter 
Stover. 

As  preparations  for  the  conference  were 
being  completed,  M  Men  of  the  mission 
went  from  door  to  door  inviting  non- 
members  and  friends  to  attend. 

Priesthood  and  Relief  Society  presented 
the  opening  programme  on  Saturday  even- 
ing, and  a  dramatic  presentation  empha- 
sized the  problems  of  life  and  the  force  and 
power  of  Satan  and  his  allies,  falsehood 
and  doubt.  A  friend  who  was  attending 
for  the  first  time  was  heard  to  remark  :  "If 
you  continue  in  this  manner,  you  can  prove 
to  the  world  in  a  few  years  that  you  are 
the  true  Church  of  God." 


U.S.A. 

President  Smith  Celebrates  79th  Birthday 
During   Conference  Week. 

Recovering  satisfactorily  from  an  illness 
of  more  than  two  months  duration.  Presi- 
dent George  Albert  vSmith  arrived  in  Salt 
Lake  City  on  April  3rd,  having  returned 
from  Los  Angeles  where  he  spent  his 
period  of  convalescence. 

On  April  4tli  he  celebrated  his  79th  year 
of  vigorous  life,  most  of  which  has  been 
spent  in  the  service  of  the  Church. 

We,  the  Saints  in  the  South  African 
Mission,  extend  to  him  our  sincerest  wishes 
for  a  happ}'  birthday,  and  pray  that  our 
Father  in  Heaven  will  continue  to  bless 
him  throughout  his  life. 


TRANSFERS 


Elder  HAROLD  L.  BECKvSTRAND  was 
transferred  from  Benoni,  Transvaal  Dis- 
trict, to  Vredehoek,  Cape  District,  on 
March  17th.  He  is  labouring  with  Elder 
Vernon  L.  Scott. 

Elder  DAYLE  F.  JENKINS  was  trans- 
ferred from  Benoni  to  Pretoria  within  the 
Transvaal  District,  on  March  17th.  He  is 
labouring  with  Elder  Peter  G.  Russell. 

Elder  RICHARD  J.  REISNER  was 
transferred  from  Boksburg,  Transvaal  Dis- 
trict, to  Durban,  Natal  District,  on  March 
17th.  He  is  labouring  with  Elder  Glen  J. 
Pinegar. 

Elder  WAYNE  D.  BELL  was  transferred 
from  Northwestern  to  Boksburg  within  the 
Transvaal  District,  on  March  17th.  He  is 
labouring  with  Elder  Joseph  E.  Niven. 
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Elder  IvA  VAK  MATKIN  was  trans- 
ferred from  Durban,  Natal  District,  tf)  vSea 
Point,  Cape  District,  on  March  17th.  He 
is  labouring  with  Elder  A.  Mickey  Duncan. 

Elder  CAL  E.  HILL  was  transferred 
from  Pretoria  to  Raniah  within  the  Trans- 
vaal District,  on  March  17th.  He  is  labour- 
ing with  Elder  Milton  V.  Backman. 

Elder  MILTON  V.  BACKMAN  was 
transferred  from  Pretoria  to  Ramah  within 
the  Transvaal  District,  on  March  7th.  He 
is  labouring  with  Elder  Cal  E.  Hill. 

Elder  FRANK  M.  BRADSHAW  was 
transferred  from  Kenilworth  to  Rondebosch 
within  the  Cape  District,  on  March  26th. 
He  is  labouring  with  Elder  G.  Ronald 
Bowles. 

Elder  DELL  P.  HIGH  AM  was  trans- 
ferred from  Rondebosch,  Cape  District,  to 
the  mission  office,  on  March  26th.  He  is 
replacing  Elder  Robert  C.  Taylor  as  mis- 
sion historian. 

Elder  BURNETT  J.  SMITH  was  trans- 
ferred from  Pretoria  to  Northwestern  with- 
in the,  Transvaal  District,  on  March  17th. 
He  is  labouring  with  Elder  J.  Golden 
Barton. 


CC)LLI{C  TOR'S    ITHM 

BOUND    COPIES   OF  THE    C.S.M. 
NOW    AVAILABLE. 

These  copies  contain  the  issues 
dating  from  January  1944  to  Decem- 
ber 1947,  inclusive.  A  limited  number 
only  is  available.  The  price  is  12s.  6d. 
per  copy — post  paid.  The  C.S.M. 
Staff  requests  that  this  amount  be  sent 
with  all  orders.  Address  all  orders  to 
C.S.M.  Staff,  "Cumorah,"  Main  Rd., 
Mowbray,  C.P. 


IT'S  A  BOUNCING  BABY  BOY  FOR 
BREATHLESS  BARTONS 

On  March  19th,  1949,  at  7.30  p.m.  in  the 
St.  Mark's  Hospital  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  Mrs.  J.  Golden  Barton  gave  birth  to 
a  seven  pound  three  ounce  baby  boy.  The 
young  Barton  is  to  be  tagged  "Benson." 
He  has  curly  blonde  hair  and  blue  eyes — 
just  like  daddy. 


Elder  Barton,  who  is  ncjw  labouring  in 
the  Northwestern  Branch,  Joliannesburg, 
expects  to  be  home  in  time  to  celebrate  liis 
cliild's  first  birthday. 

Congratulations,  Dorothy  and  Jake. 

P.S. — All  Elders  are  liereljy  notified  that 
they  may  collect  their  double-thick  malts 
at  their  own  convenience. 

Questions  and 
Answers 

(C.S.M.  subscribers  are  invited  to  send 
in  questions  related  to  gospel  subjects  to 
the  Editorial  Staff,  Cumorah,  Main  Road, 
Mowbraj^,  C.P.,  which  will  be  answered 
if  possible  and  published  in  the  following 
issue  of  the  C.S.M.) 

Question  :  Does  the  Church  sanction  cre- 
mation? 

Answer  :  The  handbook  published  for  the 
officers  of  the  Church  points  out  that  the 
Church  does  not  favour  cremation  of  the 
bod}'  of  the  de^d.  It  recommends  that  the 
body  be  buried  in  a  grave.  The  instruction 
also  says  that  where  cremations  are  per- 
formed, no  prayers  of  any  kind  should  be 
offered  under  Church  auspices. 

Question  :  Do  we  baptise  persons  of  un- 
sound mentality  when  they  arrive  at  the 
age  of  8  years,  as  we  do  normal  children? 

Answer :  Those  who  are  mentally  defi- 
cient do  not  need  to'  be  baptised  no  matter 
what  their  age  may  be.  They  are  not  in  a 
position  to  understand,  nor  are  they  cap- 
able of  repentance  and,  therefore  they  can- 
not be  held  accountable.  Should  they  ever 
become  mentally  responsible,  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  gospel  may  then  be  adminis- 
tered. 
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